
Aloha,
I am an arts administrator and educator on the Big Island. I have also worked on Oahu
in the arts for 6 years. I am a master’s degree graduate of UH-Manoa, 2001. I am
writing to please ask you not to support a further budget cut to arts and culture. Hawaii
thrives as a state that honors its culture and the arts. This in turn attracts visitors and
keeps residents to perpetuate Hawaiian cultural traditions, arts and history.
At Parker School, we value the impact the arts have not only in our children’s lives but
also in our island communities. We put arts education at the forefront of our school to
nurture creative minds that are vital for the growth and development of our society.
Science, math and other core subjects are not merely supported by the arts; they are
integrated with the arts to develop the skills needed to think critically, creatively and
acutely in today’s workforce.
Please do not support the cut. We are already losing valuable graduating students and
high quality teachers to the mainland. We should do everything we can to retain high
quality individuals here on the islands.
Mahalo for your time and consideration,

Maren Oom
Director of Fine Arts
Parker School
65-1224 Lindsey Rd.
Kamuela, HI 96743
808-885-7933 x128
moomcä~parkerschooI.net
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